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of ail anti-imperialist forces, uniting the working class and the peas-
antry with the middle-class elements predominating in the Congress,
and the focusing of the Indian struggle in the context of the develop-
ing world movement against fascism and its friends in the camp of
imperialism and reaction. At Lucknow, in one of the Congress pan-
dais. v;as launched the All India Kisan Sabha, which henceforth
vrouLd be a force to reckon with in national polities. Anew elan was
visible, indeed, on every side.

A S-:UP to the people's militancy came on ccGount of the universal
CD;:os't.lon to the imperialist scheme to impede on India, under the
Gcve:rn;nent of India Act 13^5, a constitution Lhat was, in the words
even of the liberal rubhciot Sir C. V. Chintarrani l'a crue! denial of
the most cherished aspirations of the people of this ccuntry ". It was
based on a White Paper which was :.,ubm:ttcd for scrutiny by a Joint
Select Committee of the two Houses of ParMa-mem, and some Indians
handpieked for being "safe" \vero associated v/ith the Committee
during the examination of witnesses. These latter had no part or lot
in the Committee's deliberations. Two memoranda were submitted
to the Committee, one by the British Indian delegates, hsaoed by the
A|a Khan of race-course fame, and the other separately by Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru, Chintamani points out: " Their proposals did not
err on the side of excess. But they were cast to the winds almost as
if they had been the ravings of maniacs, and the majority of the Joint
Select Committee made recommendations, dotting the i's and crossing
the t's of the White Paper, except where it was made worse." " It is
India's misfortune", he adds, "that she is so divided by communal
and other differencos that a truly effective protest cannot be made in
a practical form against a great wrong as smaller and more homoge-
neous communities might have been able to do."*1

A few words might be said generally about the nature of the
(l Reforms " offered to India. Indian ruling princes, fantastic reac-
tionaries and puppets of British imperialism, got the right, through an
inflated number of nominees in the federal legislature, to interfere
effectively in matters of exclusive concern to British India, while not
a word could be said by the legislature with regard to the governance
of the States. The people of the States, it goes without saying, had
not the vestige of a right and were to go completely unrepresented.
"The British Government has retained in its hands through the
Governor-General and the governors of Provinces almost every power
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